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Radio 4 Rojava ( R4R ) and 
Support Action Rojava 
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educate the wider public about 
the conflict in Syria and the 
different actors involved as 
well as provide opportunities 
to assist the people of Rojava. 
Radio 4 Rojava is a media 
business and Support Action 
Rojava is a 501c3 non-profit 
and both are registered in 
the US. We are comprised of 
supporters from all over the 
world, from Syria to Poland, 
and we believe that through 
internationalist solidarity 

we can began to form the 
foundations of a genuine global 
democracy through networking 
both democratic institutions 
and activists. Education is our 
first goal, as many especially 
in the West are unaware of the 
solutions being implemented in 
Rojava and why it is a political 
project worth supporting. The 
deep involvement of Western 
democracies in Syria also means 
that educating their respective 
populations will result indirectly 
in foreign policy more favorable 
to the people of Rojava, for 
instance diplomatic recognition 
of Kurdish autonomy by 
Western powers. Along with 
this effort, we are also involved 
in getting supplies directly to 
the region in order to help with 
the immediate issues with the 
prevalence of refugees and 
internally displaced people. 
Through these efforts we will 
help to secure the revolution 
in Rojava and ensure that it 
can be a beacon of inspiration 
and a concrete example of 
functioning radical democracy. 
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AFRIN 

another 

k o B 

A N E 

Ahmad Al-Rashid 

The Turkish offensive 
on Afrin district is still 
ongoing. According to local 
sources from Afrin, over 100 
people have lost their lives 
and thousands of civilians 
have been and to continue 
to be displaced because of 
the offensive by Turkey- 
backed Free Syrian Army. 
The north-western district 
of Afrin has been a haven 
for tens of thousands of 
internally displaced people 
from all parts of Syria. Afrin 
is one of very few places 
that has been spared the 
bombardment and shelling 
from the Syrian government 
and allies since 2011. The 
district has come under 
attack and there was a 
siege lied on itby some Free 
Syrian Army factions which 
lasted over two years. 

Its people were harassed 
and abused by various 
FSA factions since 2013. 
Afrin is administrated 
by the Democratic 
Union Party ( PYD ) and 
its military wing People's 
Protection Units (YPG). Afrin 
is one of the three cantons 
forming the Democratic 
Federation of Northern Syria, 
commonly known as Rojava, 


Afrin 

which was formed by an 
alliance headed by PYD in 
2013. Turkey has opposed 
this project as it considers 
it an existential threat to its 
national security. An attack 
on Afrin and subsequent 
capture of it by Turkey would 
mean a blow to PYD project. 

The attack on Afrin is 
an attack on one of the most 
stable areas in Syria and 
jeopardies whole delicate 
situation in northern Syria. 
Turkey-backed Free Syrian 
Army which is supported 
by air and artillery fire from 
the Turkish side is leading 
this offensive. So far, the 
offensive has made very 
little progress due to the 


fierce fighting and resistance 
from YPG and locals in Afrin. 
However, the situation is 
prone to more escalation, 
as Turkey is mobilizing more 


called Free Syrian Army 
(FSA) combatants to attack 
Afrin from multiple frontlines. 
Some commentators 

suggested that the offensive 
could last for a few weeks or 
probably months if there is no 
agreement between major 
players in and stakeholders 
in the Syrian conflict i.e. USA, 
Russia, Iran among others. 

The Syrian government 
has been quite about the 
offensive which might be 
interpreted as the Syrian 
government has given its 
consent for this operation. It 
is worth mentioning that the 
Syria and Turkey had signed 
the Adana Agreement in 
1998. The agreement allows 
Turkey to intervene in in Syria 
militarily should the Syrian 
government fail to protect 
its borders with Turkey. 
Thus, the Syrian silence 
could be an activation 
of this agreement. The 
Turkish Foreign Minister 
told media reporters 
that he had informed 
the Syrian government 
about the operation in 
advance. Turkey and Syria 
have numerous issues to 
resolve but it could be argued 
that both countries have 
an interest in crushing any 
Kurdish movement within 
or at their borders. Both 
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Victim of Turkish airstrike in hospital 


countries have employed 
exclusionary policies to 
marginalize its Kurdish 
populations and deprived 
them from their basic 
human and cultural rights. 

In the middle of this, 
civilians and innocent people 
of Afrin continue to be a target 
of this war. Many fear that 
this offensive is an attempt 
byTurkeytoempty Af r i n fro m 
its population and change 
the demographic balances. 
Afrin is a Kurdish majority 
region of Syria. However, 
the Turkish President Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan stated that 
Kurds are a minority in Afrin 
and that one of the goals of 
the operation to allow Afrin's 
original people to go back to 
it. He also indicated that the 
government of Turkey wants 
to resettle Syrians refugees 
in Tukey to the areas taken 
by Turkey backed FSA. 
Such remarks have raised 
concerns of many Kurdish 
Syrian in Afrin. Some locals 
mentioned that they fear 
being expelled from their 
homes and that new settlers 
will come and inhabit it. A 
few locals indicated that 
they have no option but to 
fight as there is no other way 
for them. Most of the border 


regions are under 
the Turkish and 
FSA groups 
except for a small 
corridor from the 
south that leads 
to the Syrian 
government's 
held territory. 

Some locals 
have mentioned 
that some locals 
from Afrin were blocked 
from leaving for Aleppo by 
militias affiliated with the 
Syrian government. Those 
trying to reach Aleppo from 
Afrin were stopped at check 
points near Afrin and were 
asked to pay over 250.000 
Syrian Pounds, so they would 
allow some of them to cross. 

What happens next is 
hard to predict. The offensive 
is ongoing, and the shelling 
and bombardment has 
claimed the lives of tens of 
people every day. FSA seem 
to be prepared to continue 
attacking as long as they 
have support from Turkey. 
The Syrian government has 
not taken any serious steps 
to protect civilians in Afrin. 
Some reports indicated 
that the Syrian government 
has asked the Kurdish 
administration in Afrin to 
hand all the 
borders and 
allow units 
from the 
Syrian Arab 
Army to take 
over Afrin as 
a condition 
for the Syrian 
government 
to intervene. 
Some Kurdish 
officials have 


denied these claims while 
others didn't comment on it. 
The situation remains fluid 
and is open to all scenarios. 

In conclusion, the 
people of Afrin continue to 
pay the price of this attack. 
Tens of thousands of people 
have been living under the 
horror of being targeted by 
an air strike or shell. Many 
of them are not sure if they 
can stay in their homes and 
if they leave it would they 
ever be able to go back 
to it. Life is on the hold in 
Afrin and the international 
community has not stood up 
to its commitment to protect 
innocent and unarmed 
civilians. There have been 
a few protests ad marches 
in support of the people of 
Afrin and their resistance. 
Marches and protests are 
taking places in various cities 
across Europe and beyond 
to support the people of 
Afrin from this unjustified 
and brutal attack. Many 
protests see this attack 
an attack on liberal and 
secular values which should 
be defended and protected 
in the face of religious 
extremism and chauvinistic 
nationalism of some 
Turkish and so FSA groups. 

AR 


Turkish soldiers prepare their armored 
vehicles near the Syrian-Turkish border at 
Reyhanli district in Hatay, Turkey; on Jan. 
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THE FIRST THREE DAYS OF 
ISLAMO-FASCIST INVASION 

Turkish Army and their jihadist hands 

targeting mainly civilians of Afrin 

Jean Franco 



Fight¬ 
ing in the 
first four 
days in the 
Syrian Kurd¬ 
ish city of Af¬ 
rin has inten¬ 
sified, with 
Turkish F-16s 
bombing the 
area after 
a few days 
of intense 
shelling. 

This 
battle for Afrin is marred by 
a particular lack of trust¬ 
worthy news, as both sides 
record different casualties 
and advancement. As of to¬ 
day, however, it has been 
confirmed that the People's 
Protection Units (YPG) has 
been able to force Free Syr¬ 
ian Army/Euphrates Shield 
(FSA/ES) forces from the 
heavily fortified Barsaya 
mountain base in North- 
East Afrin after an offensive 
which saw it fall to the FSA 
and Turkish armed forces 
(TAF). There have also been 
conflicting reports on casu¬ 
alties from both belligerents, 
with the YPG reporting that 
eight Turkish tanks being left 
behind and destroyed, whilst 
more other reports sug¬ 
gest two Turkish tanks have 
been destroyed. On the oth¬ 


er hand, Turkish forces have 

only accepted one casualty, 
but the number is almost 
certainly higher and is set to 
rise. The YPG have also re¬ 
leased a balance sheet for 
the past three days since 
'Operation Olive Branch' 
started: 40 members of the 
Turkish army and affiliated 
gangs have been killed, 18 
innocent civilians have been 
killed and a further 21 have 
been injured, as well as two 
Turkish tanks and a BMP be¬ 
ing destroyed. Many of the 
tanks and BMPs used by the 
Turkish forces have been pro¬ 
vided by the German govern¬ 
ment in order to fight ISIS, 
but NATO's second largest 
army continues to struggle 
to fight the Kurdish forces, 
even with advanced weapon¬ 
ry. To add to this, there are 


also reports 
of a Kurdish 
correspond¬ 
ent for Ro- 
nahi TV be¬ 
ing injured 
after being 
shot by TAF. 

It has been 
also an¬ 
nounced that 
along with 
the merce¬ 
nary gangs 
that are 
helping the Turkish invad¬ 
ers, the designated Georgian 
terrorist Muslim al-Shishani, 
also known as Murad Mar- 
goshvili, has joined the Af¬ 
rin operation. His group Ju- 
nud al-Sham, made up of 
mainly Chechen fighters, 
have also joined him. In 
contrast, the YPG's interna¬ 
tional volunteer have also 
vowed to fight Turkey in Af¬ 
rin, and many have been 
sent to aid the fight already. 

There have also been 
worrying reports that the 
Turkish Army have indiscrim¬ 
inately bombed the Roubar 
refugee camp for internally 
displaced persons. As part 
of the Afrin operation, the 
Turkish military has also cut 
off any internet access for 
those in Afrin, so many de- 
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pend on Syrian internet ac- YPG and IS fighters have of 'Operation Olive Branch', 
cess which can often reach been killed in the first days JF 

prices of 7 Syrian Pounds per . 

megabyte of data. Combined Inavsion day after day 

with a turkish media black¬ 
out (Erdogan's clamp down 
on media as reporter earli¬ 
er today), the cutting off of 
internet presents yet anoth¬ 
er struggle for independent 
observers. Now, over 150 
Turkish citizens have been 
detained for posting pro-Af- 
rin messages on social me¬ 
dia, once again showing Er¬ 
dogan's fascistic tendencies. 

Similarly, a Turkish radio 
host has also called for the 
execution of all those who 
protest against the Afrin op¬ 
eration. It is not only Afrin 
which is suffering because of 
the Turkish invasion, but also 
Turkey and the whole world. 

YPG and YPJ leaders have 
all made clear that they are 
confident of Afrin's victo¬ 
ry. Sosin Birhat, command¬ 
er of the YPJ, stated that 
'the Turkish state is digging 
its own grave', and that the 
Turkish and FSA mercenary 
invasion is simply 'suicidal'. 

Meanwhile there have 
been protests all across Eu¬ 
rope and the world in sup¬ 
port of Afrin. London has 
seen three straight days of 
protests, as well as large 
demonstrations in Paris, Vi¬ 
enna, Darmstadt, Hannover 
and many more. Howev¬ 
er, the media continues to 
make clear errors in sup¬ 
port of the fascist Turkish re¬ 
gime, a regime that chokes 
its own media. The Associat¬ 
ed Press and Reuters News 
have both said that Turkey is 
fighting 'Kurds and IS' in Af¬ 
rin, whilst claiming that 260 
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Efrin will be a grave for Erdogan 

Dan's Newey statement , a volunteer from 
international YPG units, 27/01/2018. 


"There is quite a bit of division amongst 
the western volunteers at the mo¬ 
ment. Some will fight, some won't. 
The legal consequences of fighting 
are too much for some people. This 
act of unnecessary aggression and 
the murder of innocent civilians has 
enraged all of us. We came here to 
defend the people. Turkey has backed 
ISIS and provided support in various 
ways from day one. We ask the inter¬ 
national community to apply as much 
pressure as possible on the Turkish 
government and to help prevent the 
attempted genocide. The YPG is here 

to protect the people." 

Dan Newey first on right side. 





INFOGRAPHIC I 

Summary Of the Combat Activities on Afrin" 


■BASED ON 5DF PRESS STATEMENT (25/01/18) 


191 

Air strikes have 
conducted by the Turkish AF 

1 Helicopter attack on 

699 

Mortar and artillery 
attacks on Afrin 

136 

Direct clashes between 

SDF and Turkish army/ 

Turkish backed jihadists M + 


Turkish 5oldiers& 
Turkish-backed 
jihadists were killed. 


Armored vehicles inc. 
Tanks were destroyed 
by SDF 




© 

© 


YPG&YPJ fighters 
have lost their lives. 


Civilians have lost 
their lives because of 
Turkish assaults. 


Civilians have 
wounded because of 
Turkish assaults. 
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PROTEST IN MANBIJ 

People from another 
target of Turkish army 
show their support for Afrin 

Zilan 


The operation of Olive 
branch or the destruction 
or the land of olive, this 
is what the people of 
Manbij Call the Turkish 
attack on Canton Afrin. 
Thousands of people 
of Manbij denounced 
the Turkish Attack. 
2018/1/24 Wednesday 
The people started in 
the march from Al-Sabie 
Bahrat roundabout on the 
road of Aleppo in the city 
of Manbij at Ten O'clock in 
the morning and headed 
towards Al- Saraya square 
in the center of the city. 
From there people stood 
for a minute of silence 
on the souls of martyrs. 
Martyrs of the Syrian 
democratic forces and 
the military council of 




Manbij, and peoples and 
women's protection units 
(YPG, YPJ), Thanks to their 
courage and sacrifices. 
Several speeches were 
then delivered by the Joint 
Presidency Administration, 
the leaders of the Manbij 
tribes, the Arab youth 
movement, and the young 
Women's movement, 

in both Arabic and 
Turkish languages. 

Amid the cheers of 
the people not for the 
occupation, not for terror, 
not for aggression, Afrin 
and Manbij as one, on 
one can break our will, 
Erdogan and ISIS are just 
two faces of one coin, 
Where were you and where 
was your courage, your 
tanks and armies when 
Manbij was under the 
shadow of Terrorist(ISIS). 


WE ARE ALL in our minds and 
hearts with democracy, and 
Syria's Democratic Forces. 
Our forces, Syria's 
democratic forces, are the 
only forces that stand with 
the people in Syria and 
liberate all regions from ISIS, 
They have restored to us the 
peace we have long dreamed 
of, we want we need The SDF, 
and we will not allow anyone 



to attack our forces our 
ground or our people, swear 
and promise if they attack us 
we will all fight against the 
Turkish attack and the so- 
called freedom army (Jaysh 
Alhur) and Jabhat Alnusra. 
We call upon the world, the 
international community, and 
human rights organizations 
to move against the 
aggressive occupation on our 
people and brothers in Afrin. 
We call upon all to 
respect our demands. 
Our position is one and 
our message is one: 

'NO TO THE TURKISH 
OCCUPATION' 
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NO TO 

TERRORISM' 
'JABHATAL- NUSRA' 

'LONG LIVE A 
FREE DEMOCRATIC 
SYRIA' 

'LONG LIVE SYRIA'S 
DEMOCRATIC 
FORCES' 

'BIJI 

BERXWEDANA 

EFRINE' 
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The voice of people from all over the world 

to defend and save Afrin Redur 


Globally people have arose 
in protest the military 
onslaught of the Turkish 
state on Afrin's population. 
Statements, have been 
made by high state officials 
and Human Rights Defenders 
condemning the destabilizing 
actions and criminal acts in 
Northern Syria/Rojava. 

EGYPT 

Egypt's foreign 
condemned the 
Turkish state's 
"unacceptable" 
attack on Afrin 
and noted the 
negative effects 
that state had 
on Syria: "The 
attitude of Egypt 
towards military 
methods is 

clear as attacks 
against our 

Syrian brothers 
and sisters are 
increasing." 

US/Russia/Syrian state 
Rather weak reactions and 
still empty words have come 
from three direct key players 
in the region. 

Highest officials of the 
US literally just asked the 
Turkish state to keep the 
killing toll on civilians as 
low as possible, while the 
Russian side left all doors 
open for the Turkish army 
to flood into the lands of 
Afrin. A bargain which left 
YPG Commander General 


Sipan Hemo evaluating 
Russia as a "state without 
principles". Paradoxically 
came the harshest response/ 
warning to the "brutal 
Turkish invasion" from 
Syrian President Bashar al- 
Assad (19 Jan 2018) who 
threatened (still just words) 
to have any Turkish airplane 
downed should it cross into 
the state's airspace. 

These three players have 
surely different and unclear 


motives which we can only 
wait for to see in the future. 

IRAN 

The Iranian state expressed 
concerns over escalation 
and urged "to prevent a 
deepening of the crisis". 

On the other hand, nearly 89 
human rights defenders from 
Iran and Rojhilat Kurdistan 
(Eastern Kurdistan) called 
on "Honorable people of the 
world" to raise a voice for 
Afrin, and gave the common 
message: "This step of the 


Turkish state is a violation of 
border, an abuse that should 
be taken to international 
courts. ... The Turkish state 
is committing a crime, for 
which it must be brought to 
account. International forces 
can do this." 

FRANCE 

According to Reuters, French 
Foreign Minister Jean-Yves 
Le Drian rallies for a an 
emergency 
meeting of 
the United 
Nations 
Security 
Council. 

GERMANY 

Reports and 
pictures are 
incoming 
showing 
German 
Leopard 2 
A4 tanks deployed against 
the Rojava's Afrin Canton. 
German MP's criticized the 
German government with 
words as: "YPG forces freed 
the Northern Syria from ISIS 
with their blood. Do Merkel 
and Gabriel thank them by 
supplying weapons to the 
Turkish army and remaining 
silent on the war against 
Kurds?" and "On one hand 
Germany wants to combat 
with the reasons behind 
immigration while supporting 
a process with supplying 
weapons to Turkey that can 


ministry 
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result in a new wave of 
refugees" 

TURKEY 

Calls issued by the HDP and 
Peace Bloc-Coordination 
Against War to protest the 
Turkish state's military 
attacks against the Afrin 
Canton were followed in 
masses. People took to 
the streets in Ankara and 
Istanbul in the weekends 
(20/21 Jan 2018) but 
have been attacked by the 
Turkish police hours after 
the government issued 
warnings regarding protest 
actions. The peaceful 
protesters have been hit with 
rubber bullets, dispersed 
and dozens have been 
arrested. The Turkish foreign 
ministry issued a warning to 
reporters that any reaction 
towards the Afrin operation 
will be deemed as support 
for terrorism and treated 
accordingly. 

EUROPE 

Kurdish and other people 
have taken by hundreds and 
thousands to the streets 
all over Europe since the 
beginning of the Turkish 
state's brutal invasion into 
Rojava/Northern Syria to 
decry the Turkish crimes 


that are mainly unheeded by 
mainstream media. As the 
organizational force serves 
the European Democratic 
Kurdish Society Congress 
( KCDK-E ), Democratic 

Kurdish Cultural Centers 
which exist in all European 
countries, women's 

organizations, and political 
parties. 

In most European countries 
daily and consecutive 
demonstrations are held 
across many cities in central 
regions, in front of Russian 
and American embassies, 
parliaments, national 

TV stations, airports, 
International Courts, 

European Courts and such. 

Thousands of demonstrators 
staged marchesand gathered 
within the first 
three days of 
the start of 
the military 
operations 
against Afrin's 
population, in 
front of the 
Russian and 
US embassies 
in Denmark's 


capital Copenhagen, at the 
center of Lausanne, Belizean 
and Bern (all three in Swiss), 
in front of Austria's national 
parliament in Vienna and 
southeastern city Graz, 
across many Dutch cities 
as Den Hague, Amsterdam 
and Hilversum in front of 
the International Court of 
Justice, American embassy, 
state-media center and 
airport, and in the Belgian 
city of Antwerp. These 
are just some examples, 
but the statements are 
obvious. Notably the masses 
chant unflinchingly slogans 
summed up as "Terrorist 
Turkey", "Child murderer 
Erdogan", which we don't 
hear in our media at all. The 
many videos show how the 
people feels. 

In Paris alone thousands of 
Kurds gathered in front of 
the Kurdish association in 
the city center and marched 
to French Foreign Ministry. 
In French Lyon joined by the 
city's Partisan organization 
and the Young Communists 
in a protest action against 
Turkey, in front of the 
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AFRIN IS NOT ALONE ! .o« ^ 


SOLIDARITY WITH THE PEOPLE OF ROJAVA AGAINST TURKISH FASCISM! 
SATURDAY 27TH JANUARY 2018 
1PM @ BBC, PORTLAND PLACE, LONDON, W1A1AA 
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Dilar Dirik 

1 hr • $ 

DEMOS FUR AFRIN DIESE WOCHE IN DEUTSCHLAND: 
Am Mittwoch, 24.01.18: 

#BERLIN 15.00 vor dem Bundestag 
#BIELEFELD um 18.00 Uhr Kundgebung Hauptbahnhof 
#KOLN, Zentrale Kundgebung vor dem Kolner Dom um 
17.00 Uhr 

#FRANKFURT um 17 Uhr vor dem US-Konsulat, 
Gieftener Strafie 30 

#HAMBURG um 16.00 Uhr am Gerhard-Hauptmann- 
Platz 

#HEILBRONN um 15.00 Uhr Kilianplatz 
#MANNHEIM um 17.00 Uhr am HBF 
#MUNSTER um 15.00 Uhr am HBF 
#BREMEN ab 11.00 Uhr Mahnwache am Marktplatz 
#KARLSRUHE um 17.00 Uhr, Ludwigsplatz 
#SAARBRUCKEN ab 18.00 Uhr an der Europagalerie 
#NURNBERG um 14.00 Uhr am AufseGplatz 
#FREIBURG um 16 Uhr am Rathausplatz 

Am Donnerstag, 25.01.18: 

#BIELEFELD um 18.Uhr Kundgebung am Jahnplatz 
#BONN, Zentrale Protestaktion vor dem 
Vertretungsburo der UNO, in Bonn um 14.00 Uhr 
#HAMBURG um 17.00 Uhr am Rathausmarkt 
#HEILBRONN um 15.00 Uhr am Kilianplatz 
#MANNHEIM um 17.00 Uhr am HBF 
#MARBURG um 17.00 Uhr am HBF 


city hall. Kurds staged a 
demonstration in the airport 
of French Montpellier. In 
front of the Council of 
Europe in Strasbourg urging 
the Council and the United 


Nations to act 
against the Turkish 
aggression. More 
than one thousand 
took to the 
streets of French 
Marseille. And as a 
reminder, all these 
demonstrations 
were held 

consecutively but 
still the media 
presence is 

disproportionate. 

Demonstrations 
were staged 

by hundreds 

in England's 

Liverpool and 
Manchester, as 
well as Pro-Kurdish 
rallies were held in 
London (Downing 
Also, in 
cities Oslo 
Stockholm 
also, in 
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Afrin neni sam: 
Demonstrace proti 
turecke agresi vuci Rojave 

Iniciativa Ne Rasismu! and 1 other 


Interested 


n/ 

Going 


Share 


Sun, 28 Jan at 15:00-16:30 

This week 

Palackeho namesti, 128 00 Praha, Ceska 
Republika 


Street) 
capital 
(Norway) and 
(Sweden). And 
Italy's Torino in front of the 
state television. 

These and many more 
actions were and 
still are taken by 
the comparatively 
little portions of the 
Kurdish diaspora and 
their supporters in 
Europe. 

The biggest part - 
over a million - lives 
in Germany and thus 
have staged marches 
and demonstrations 
overcountlessGerman 
cities and in even 
greater proportions. 
Here is a first plan 
spread by activists 
showing alone which 
demonstrations will 
be held in Germany 
within three days 


alone. 

"Master demonstrations" 
will be held on weekends 
27./28.01.2018 in many 
countries as in England , 
Netherlands, Czech Republic 
and many more. Well it's just 
interesting how passively 
the mainstream media 
approaches such harsh 
reactions by peoples against 
the murder of peaceful 
civilian populations by the 
Turkish state. 

How many of you know that 
tens of thousands of people 
alone in Afrin took to the 
streets on 18.Jan 2018 to 
show the world that they will 
stand their ground for their 
beliefs which they managed 
to protect from ISIS during 
their weakest of times by 
their own blood and sweat- 
and which we praised so 
much and always admire? 

Do we hearthat regional tribe 
leaders from all ethnicities 
pledge full resistence against 
the invasion and attacks on 
the peaceful coexistence of 
the people in the Democratic 
Federation of Northern Syria, 
commonly known as Rojava? 
What we can and should ask 
ourselves is "how on earth 
can all that pass by with too 
few noticing it at all?" 

R 
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Afrin 



Evin Abrishami - 
secretary of ECfA 


The organizers of last 
Sundays successful demonstration 
in Oxford in solidarity and defense 
of the peoplew of Afrin, met in 
Oxford last night and mapped out 
the next immediate prioritiesw and 
actions in their campaign. "We 
have launched our campaign here 
in Oxford and Oxfordshire as part 
of the huge International response 
in opposition to the Turkish state's 
attack on the autonomous region of 
Afrin in Northern Syria" said Rojeen Qaqu, the main 
spokesperson for the Emergency Committee for 
Afrin. "Many of us are Syrian Kurds from Afrin who 
have family and friends who are directly suffering from 
the Turkish air force bombing and shelling. Thousands 
have been forced to flee to Afrin City itself to receive medical treatment and try and find 
safety. Villages near the border have been destroyed by continuous bombing and shelling. 
There is a huge need for humanitarian aid like baby milk and medical supplies to get into 
Afrin , and for people to be able to leave" 


Emergency Committee for Afrin: 

John Elo - Chair 

Rojeen Qaqu - Spokesperson 

Evin Abrishami - Secretary 



Three main priority actions were agreed: 

. linking with aid agencies working on the ground in Afrin, like The Red Cross, to get aid 
in and collecting donations to support this 

• meeting with parliamentarians - MPs, Lords, and Members of the European Parliament 
to brief them in detail on the latest situation in Afrin and ask for their support to put 
pressure on the Turkish Government to stop this attack 

. seeking the support of political parties, Councils, humanitarian organizations and 
charities, Trades Unions, Church leaders and religious organizations, leading Academics, 
and all who wish to work with the Committe 


Emergency Committee members are already in touch with Oxford East MP, Annaliese 
Dodds and have requested a meeting with her ASAP this coming week. 

Motions in support of the people of Afrin, have been passed by the Labour Party in East 
Oxford and Witney CLP. Oxford University Labour Club will discuss Afrin on Tuesday. 
Oxford District Labour Party will discuss on Friday 9 Feb. 

Since the start of the Turkish attack, with the aid of their proxies in the FSA, including 

jihadists, health authorities in Afrin say that the number 
of civilians killed has passed 100. The main hospital in 
Afrin states that 104 civilians have been killed and 165 
injured. 

Marc Windmill (an Oxford Brooks University student) 
and Evin Abrisham/ organised at 28/01/2018 the 
demonstration with the support ofOKSA (Oxford Kurdish 
Syrian Association). After the successful demonstration 
we establish a Emergency Committee for Afrin 
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Opinion - writing 


Test of European 


values 



Andrzej potocki - former 
Polish politician, vice 
president of European 
Democratic Party. 

The invasion of Afrin is 
a test of our attachment 
to values in the name of 
which we supported the 
Kurds' fight alongside allied 
forces against the so-called 
Islamic State. Attachment 
to freedom, human rights, 
protection of human dignity, 
regardless of race, religion 
and nationality, were our 
common idea in the fight 
against forces whose aim was 
to destroy the foundations of 
our civilization. 

Joining the Al-Assad 
genocidal regime in the 
attack on Afrin, Turkey 
undermined its affiliation to 
the North Atlantic bloc, which 
was not designed solely as 
a military pact, but as an 
alliance to defend the values 
we recognize as universal. 
The Kurdish people are 
suffering today due to 
Turkish aggression. The 
fate of civilians, YPG / YPJ 
soldiers, families, women 
and children is as threatened 
as in the so-called Islamic 


Andrzej Potocki 

State. I have no doubt that in 
this way a civilization based 
on an absolute respect for 
human rights and the idea 
of equality of all people is 
attacked. If we leave our 
allies today without support, 
we will cross out the whole 
sense of the fight against 
the so-called Islamic State. 
The Erdogan regime must 
expect a firm response from 
the civilized world. The 
values are not for sale. 


Scottish 
Solidarity with 
Kurdistan 

We the people of Scotland 
have started 
to protest 
once we 
heard about 
Turkey's 
aggression 
on 20th 
January 
2018. We 
began our 
protest in 
front of 
Turkish 
consulate and then Russia 
consulate in Edinburgh. We 
have even tried to speak to 
the UK government office 
in Edinburgh. Unfortunately 
they were unwilling to speak 
to us when we asked to speak 
to them. Ssk has written to 
all Scottish MSP and MP on 


In Turkey, basic freedoms 
are violated. Civil liberties, 
political freedoms, openness 
of public life ceased to exist. 
Aggression on Afrin is part of 
this policy. 

No one is interested in the 
territorial disintegration of 
Turkey, but its unity can not 
be at the expense of Kurds' 
rights and freedoms. 

Today, all diplomatic means 
must be used to stop crimes 
against the Kurdish people. 
Tomorrow, we will find a 
political way to regulate 
the future of the Kurds in 
the territories that are their 
homeland. 


this issue to raise it with the 
foreign minister in the House 
of Parliament. We have asked 
to ask question why Turkey 
is breaking international 
law and attacking Afrin. We 
understand a number of MPs 
so far spoken 
and more 
to come. 
Further there 
will early day 
motions in 
support of 
Afrin. We also 
held a protest 
in Glasgow 
on Saturday 27 
January against 
Turkey's assault 
on the people of Afrin. We 
will continue to show support 
and raise awareness of this 
issue and demand elected 
members to be supportive 
and to push our government 
to condemn Turkey's 
aggression on Rojava. 

RS 


AP 



Roza Salih co-founder of 
the SSwK 


14 






Interview 


POWER OF DREAMS 


I'm 32, so not too 
young anymore! 

0 


Interview with Charlie 'Qere^ox' 
former British YPG 


Jarek Zietkiewicz 


I got to 
Rojava in 
late May this 
year(2017) 

Than your 
memories 
is still 
so fresh. 

Do you 

remember Charlie 'Qeregox' 


the time 

when you first time 
got some knowledge 
about what's going on in 
Rojava? 

It would have been autumn 
of 2015. I read an article in 
Rolling Thunder and started 
researching after that. 

I remember my 
first time, was like 
revelation... especially 
for someone like me 
who know just basic 
ordinary propaganda 
about PKK and all the 
stuff linked to Kurds... 
what did you think about 
the idea then? I know a 
lots of people who got 
some knowledge about 
Rojava, but they never 
think to get any activity 
to promote this great 
project, organise people 
or fight. I'm interested 


about the whole process 
in the mind from moment 
when you discovered 
the idea and made the 
decision to fight for it? 


I started to identify really 

strongly with the revolution, 
and to be amazed at how 
well they we're doing 
against such odds, and I 
had to do everything I could 
to help it succeed. And 
since I don't have many 
useful skills that meant 
going to fight. I think I was 
committed after six months 
at most, but my dad was 
ill, so I needed to stay and 
look after (him)... it was a 
gradual process- the more I 
learned, the more I wanted 
to be part of it. 

What reaction got your 
family member and 


When exactly 
did you 
start 

operating 
in Rojava? 



Charlie has been 
involved in an¬ 
ti fa sc ism, envi¬ 
ronmentalism, 
and animal rights 
campaigning for 
over a decade. 

He currently lives 
in Bristol, where 
he spends his 
time sabotaging 
foxhunts and 
talking to cats. 


friends? 


A lot of people were 
surprised, but generally 
supportive. My family 
wouldn't have approved, 
so I told them I was doing 
civilian work. They still were 
quite worried and not very 
pleased! 

After you took the 
decision to move to 
Rojava, how long did 
it take to organise 
everything? Contacts, 
equipment, organise the 
journey? Any advice you 
can give for others who 
want to join SDF? 

It took me about 18 months 
to go, due to family issues, 
so I had plenty of time to 
get ready. I booked the 
flights maybe a month in 
advance, and ended up 
buying most of my gear 
in the couple of weeks 
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before. I also did a first- 
aid course, which I'd highly 
recommend. My advice 
to other volunteers would 
be to learn the language 
as much as possible, plus 
some Arabic if you can. 

You'll learn enough Kurdish 
at the academy to stay 
alive at the front, but if 
you want to have actual 
conversations you'll need 
to learn a lot more. Also 
don't take too much stuff - 
it'll just slow you down and 
get in the way - try to be 
patient, even when it seems 
like nothing is happening, 
and be nice to the locals. 
Sometimes people forget 
that we're guests in their 
country, that they do a lot 
to get us there and look 
after us, and that we should 
try to get along with them 
and respect them as much 
as possible. 

Kurdish or Arabic is hard 
to learn based on your 
experience? 

I'm not great with 
languages, but I got 
enough Kurdish to get 
by. Apparently Arabic is 
easier once you learnt the 
alphabet, but I didn't get a 
chance to try. 

From home, from safe 
European location, all 
the processes in Rojava 
looks like real 'miracle'... 
inside the units you fight 
arm by arm with so many 
different ethnicities and 
nationalities... this really 
works? Have you seen 
locals interact in this way? 
There's occasional tension 
between the Kurds and the 
Arabs, but on the whole it 
16 


works. When I was with 
QSD I had Kurdish and 
Armenian commanders, 

Arab comrades, and I never 
saw any real problems. 
Some of the other 
westerners I've spoken 
to saw more difficulties. 

In particular there were 
tensions about what was 
and wasn't Kurdistan, and 
some reports of racist 
commanders. Overall 
though, it seemed to work 
really well, and most people 
were really excited about 
the revolution, so I think 
that made then keen to put 
aside their differences. 

It must be very exciting 
to watch all these 
changes with your own 
eyes and be a part of it 
even for short term? 

Really exciting! I regret not 
being able to go out and see 
civil society more, but even 
working in QSD with those 
diverse folks was amazing. 

I really want to go back 
sometime and do civilian 
work so I can see how the 
communes work and so on. 

When you back to UK, 
what happens to you 
from your government? 

I got arrested at the airport, 
mostly because of the 
article I wrote in the Bristol 
Cable. They held me for 
24 hours, raided an old 
address, and threatened 
me with charges under the 
terrorism act. They dropped 
them within a month, 
though. There's not a court 
in the UK that would convict 
someone for fighting with 



Charlie talking to cat 


the YPG, so very few people 
actually end up in court and 
nobody has been convicted. 
Apparently I might get 
contacted by the Home 
Office at some point, and I 
expect some trouble from 
Prevent, but it shouldn't be 
anything major. I imagine 
my social media is being 
monitored, too. 

How you feel about all 
this effort as British 
Citizen? 

I wasn't surprised at the 
state attention, because 
to then we're still an 
illegitimate force- people 
defending themselves and 
each other like we did 
breaks the state Monopoly 
on violence, and they view 
that as a potential threat to 
the status quo. 

Let's go back to the 
past, you are 20 year old 
guy, with all the youth 
life background, what 
happened that made you 
decide to be an activist? 



Interview 


This is not typical 
behaviour for young 
generation in UK. 

I've been an activist since 
my late teens, initially 
through anti-nuclear and 
anti-war stuff, then into 
environmentalism and 
animal rights. Deep down 
I've always wanted to do 
something more direct and 
effective than marches and 
lock-ons, and I guess the 
Rojava revolution spoke 
to that desire. It saddens 


community? 

A lot of people I spoke to 
wanted to come, but they 
had people who relied on 


them- families, partners, 
housemates. I feel that the 
genius of modern capitalism 
is to give people just 
enough comfort to make 
them afraid to risk losing it, 
and enough insecurity that 
we all constantly have to 
worry about our loved ones. 

Yes 
of 



me that this isn't normal 
behaviour, though. I want to 
live in a world where people 
will go to great lengths to 
defend each other like this, 
but I feel like everyone's 
struggling so hard to hold 
their lives together that it 
often just isn't an option. 

What is responsible for 
it? All our western life 
style? Consumption 
culture? Fact that we are 
more educated to drain 
society and state than 
doing something for our 


course... but I asking 
more about lack of 
their activity on the 
society field... I'm 
father and caring of 3 
girls, just going to fight 
will be show more in¬ 
responsibility from my 
side than responsibility 
for the values close 
to my heart... but we 
always have a choice, we 
can start to doing good 
things at home. What 
makes people really 
inactive in your opinion: 
selfishness, fear, maybe 


lack of knowledge? 

I think lack of knowledge 
is a big hurdle and often 
the main problem. Fear 
is probably a secondary 
problem once lack of 
knowledge is overcome. 

What piss me off the 
most, is that a huge 
group of people who just 
limited their activity to 
post the memes on Social 
Media or discussing 
about the world struggle 
during watching the 
news on TV. Why they 
not use their freedom 
to change something? 
People have a right and 
possibility to organise 
them self and support 
- just support some 
organisation, why this is 
too much? 

It is frustrating that so few 
people are actively getting 
involved, even in simple 
solidarity stuff that doesn't 
require running off to join a 
militia. 

Whatever we can 
say about civilisation 
improvement, the Rojava 
show directly that 
people in Middle East 
are ready to understand 
much more about value 
of their freedom than 
westerners. Why? 

I think the work done 
by various left-wing 
movements in the Kurdistan 
region over the last few 
decades has really spread 
that desire for freedom, and 
shown what's possible. 
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Raqqa, Summer 2017 


Ocalan play the 
main role in all 
this changes...?! 

He's certainly a big 
part of it, and other 
thinkers such as 
Sakine Cansiz. 

And all the outreach 
work that groups like 
the PKK or the YPG 
have been doing, 
coupled with their 
military success. 

Yes... From being 
someone so 
near to Marxism and 
evaluating to his own 
way 

The inclusion of all 
ethnicities, and devolving 
power to local communes, 
has been important too. 

It means the SDF aren't 
normally seen as an 
invading army, which avoids 
a lot of the insurgency 
issues that everyone else in 
the region struggles with. 

Many people seen Com- 
Dem as a chance for 
Middle East Region... but 
what all this movement 
mean for westerners... 
How can western society 
can implement this 
solution in our reality? 

I imagine it would need 
adapting to fit various local 
contexts, but the basic 
model of communes and 
direct democracy should 
work anywhere. I was 
hoping to get time to see 
society working, and to 
talk to people about all the 
work behind the scenes 
that had made that bit of 


the revolution possible, 
but sadly I didn't get that 
chance. 

But you don't think, that 
is too late for Bookchin/ 
Ocalan concepts of 
society? I mean western 
society... All the changes 
as 

globalisation, urbanism, 
and surveillance has 

gone too far? 

I don't know. Those are 
definitely going to be 
obstacles we have to 
overcome, and before going 
to Rojava I didn't really 
have much hope of us 
doing so. But since seeing 
Rojava and Raqqa, I'm a lot 
more hopeful about what 
can be done in difficult 
circumstances, and I'm also 
a lot more willing to risk 
failure, because the success 
in Syria is so inspiring to 
see. 

When I observe all the 
Rojava reality, I can see 
something that makes my 
heart beat faster... many of 
young women and men... 


It was 
incredible 
being on the 
ground with 
the YPG. 
Especially 
driving 
along in the 
back of a 
hilux with 
kids and 
farmers 
waving from 
the fields as 
we passed! 
Real deliverers... 

From perspective of 
time, could you tell me 
the story from your first 
operation as member of 
YPG unit? 

So, this was with my second 
tabur in Raqqa- the first one 
were just holding a line, and 
we didn't see action with 
them. We were on the west 
front, and a big push had 
just been made across the 
big north-south road that 
runs through the city. The 
buildings we'd got to were 
long, thin apartment blocks. 
They were 4-5 apartments 
long and I think 4 stories 
tall. We were slowly moving 
forward one block at a time. 
Somebody spotted DAESH 
in a nearby school, and 
were ordered to clear the 
building. 

We took position across a 
small patch of open ground 
which was probably a small 
park, sheltering in the 
entrance to one of those 
apartment blocks. Some 
other people from our tabur 
had turned that block into 
a base, and I think they'd 
seen DAESH in the school. 
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After some brief debate, 
it was decided we should 
airstrike the building first 
rather than charge in, so 
we sat in the entrance to 
the apartment and waited 
for about an hour. I started 
singing to myself quietly 
at this point, and realised 
about halfway through 
the song that everyone 
had stopped talking and 
was listening to me! So 
after about an hour we 
get the call through that 
the airstrike is coming, 
and our translator turns to 
me and asks if we're far 
enough away. I'm baffled 
to be asked, but I ask how 
far away he expects the 
airstrike to be. He carefully 
counts his fingers, holds 
them all up, and says "ten 
meters!", and I’m like "shit 
no, everybody get into the 
building". 

Fortunately this turned out 
to be a mistranslation, and 
the airstrike was at least 
50m away. But it meant 
we were all inside when 
we heard the planes come 
in (which is one hell of a 
noise) and the distinctive 
double explosion. I was 
pretty hyped and had 
been reading about using 
that moment of confusion 
as cover, so I leapt up 
and yelled encouragingly, 
thinking now would be a 
good time to cross that 
open ground. Which is 
why we were all running 
out of the building when 
the second airstrike hit 
the school. Our charge 
floundered and everyone 
took cover. Once the smoke 
had cleared and we'd 
regrouped, there was a brief 


chat and it was decided that 
the mission was probably 
complete, and we should 
go back to our next. At 
the time we were all very 
confused about the double 
airstrike, but fortunately 
our friends higher up the 
building had been filming 
on their phones. Turns out 
the first airstrike was on 
a car bomb that had just 
arrived, presumably to deal 
with us, and had hit it less 
than 100m away from our 
position. The second one 
had then been the one we'd 
actually asked for. Looking 
back, it all sounds pretty 
scary, but at the time I was 
mostly confused. And a little 
concerned that our friends 
saw a car bomb coming and 
reacted by filming it out a 
window. 

For the first time on the 
frontline probably was 
emotionally exhausted 
for you? 

I hadn't really been 
expecting quite how boring 
the front was most of the 
time. I don't think I'd even 
realised it was possible to 
be that bored! So when 
you get an op, or when 
DAESH attack, there's such 
an overwhelming sense of 
excitement and relief that 
there's not really room for 
other emotions. 

Let's talk about your 
comrades from the 
unit... most of them is 
ideologically involved or 
they just want to fight 
DAESH? 

There was a wide range of 


ideologies. Very few people 
were fully on board with 
Apoism - the feminism 
especially was very 
controversial. I'd say maybe 
half to two thirds of the unit 
were there for ideological 
reasons vaguely aligned 
with Apoism. Those ranged 
from Stalinism to very 
liberal socialism. The others 
were all ex-military to some 
extent (although quite a few 
of the ideological guys were 
ex-military too). I think 
you need either military 
training or strong ideology 
to convince you to go to 
Rojava! They were there for 
a variety of reasons- a need 
for meaning and purpose, 
revenge for dead friends, 
a feeling of missing out 
from never having been 
deployed. 

Stalinism arm to arm 
with Apoism, personally 
make me sick. Fight 
against oppression by 
stand beside tyranny 
ideology is quite shit... 

I think the past roots 
of apoism is Marxist 
Leninism, and the SDF's 
ongoing alliance with the 
International Freedom 
Battalion, draws in a lot of 
the Stalinists, who don't 
really want to accept how 
much things have changed. 
Yeah, it was all a bit odd. 
Especially since a couple of 
them seemed like otherwise 
lovely people. 

Simply fact that Ocalan 
really change his vision 
of future society, made 
the new way completely 
separate from his 
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previous position... other 
way, Marxist-Leninism 
is still so, so far from 
Stalinism! 

Summer 2017, You are 
on Raqqa front, some 
part of the city is already 
free of DAESH... how 
you seen the relation 
between civilian and 
SDF? 

It was always very friendly. 
When I first, got to the 
front, civilians weren't 
allowed in the area, but 
there were still a few 
around. There was one 
family who didn't seem to 
have left at all. They had 
a little compound with a 
generator and a well. Once 
we went around to see how 
they were, and they gave 
us chai and chatted with 
the local hevals for ages. 
Sometimes we would go 
swimming in the Euphrates 
outside of town, next to a 
small refugee camp. We'd 
take all our spare food to 
give out on the way, and 
some of the hevals would 
help the refugee kids 
catch fish in the river. It 
was always a lovely trip, 
because you'd get out of 
the messed-up city and see 
people going about their 
lives, and everyone would 
always smile and wave or 
do the victory sign. 

After a while civilians were 
allowed back into that 
area of the city. A water 
distribution point was set 
up because the plumbing 
wasn't on yet, and there 
was always a doctor there in 
the daytime for the civilians 
to see. I stayed there for a 
few hours on my way back 


from hospital once, and 
an old man living nearby 
brought us fresh bread and 
mutton for lunch. I'm pretty 
sure the odd yogurt drinks 
they had there was from a 
sheep as well! 

Once I moved across to 
the other front, we only 
saw civilians when we 
went to the market. As 
soon as we got there we'd 
be surrounded by small 
boys asking us questions 
in Arabic. Our complete 
incomprehension didn't 
discourage them, and 
occasionally friendly adults 
would come and usher 
them away for us! I think 
the local fighters were 
considered less exciting, but 
everyone was very friendly. 
And of course, pretty much 
everywhere you go in 
North Syria, people wave 
as you pass, especially the 
children. It's generally a 
little overwhelming. 

I asked you about 
this kind of ties and 
relations, because the 
main part propaganda 
of Syrian and Turkish 
regime against Rojava 
is showing all the 
tensions between SDF 
(represented as Kurds) 
and Arabs community in 
the areas liberated from 
the hands of DAESH? 

Do you confirm any of 
this as real problem in 
Rojava? 

Not that I saw. When we 
were in Shaddaddhi the 
locals were sometimes less 
friendly, but I wasn't aware 
of any tensions around 
Raqqa. 


Do you recognise any 
problems with supplies 
like ammo for SDF? 

We were always told to be 
careful with ammo, but at 
the front there was always 
loads of it. That could have 
been because we weren't 
being prioritised, though. 

How you got your 
weapon and which one 
you prefer to use? 

I got my shotgun at the 
academy, off a volunteer 
who was going home. I 
loved it to bits, but it was 
extremely specialised, and 
I never actually used it. My 
class all got our AKs when 
we got to Ain Issa, our last 
stop before Raqqa. We were 
all very excited to get the 
shiny new Serbian AKs, 
until later we found out that 
they're heavy and jam a 
lot when new. Apparently, 
they give them to foreigners 
a lot because most of the 
locals prefer the older rifles. 
The Serbian AKs have a lot 
of problems, but I do miss 
having one! I didn't really 
get to use any of the other 
weapons outside of training. 

So there is a certain 
freedom in the matter of 
your weapon? 

Yeah, if you can get your 
hands on something non¬ 
standard and source the 
ammo for it, nobody has 
an issue with that. It's 
common for commanders 
or westerners to have 
various sidearms, and some 
westerners go out of their 
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way to get M16s. One friend 
of mine who was in a sniper 
Tabur was even using an old 
Mosin Nagant. 

Interesting... so many of 
snipers have a fondness 
for older weapons 
You heard anything 
about Polish fighter 
called Archer? 
Commander of group: 
Wrath of the Euphrates 

I met Archer at the 
academy when I first got to 
Rojava. 

In Poland this guy 
creates a legend around 
himself... Maybe, 
different... some 
people from right side 
of politics movement 
created it... Let's back 
to the SDF, they are real 
international forces... 
so many nations, so 
many group of interests, 
different politics view... 
how they manage it with 
spectacular success? 
What does the command 
process look like? 

The command process can 
be quite hard to follow, 
as a westerner. Nobody is 
introduced as a commander, 
you just must keep track of 
who has radios and tablets. 
There were three or four 
levels of command that I 
interacted with. Each team 
of half a dozen or so would 
have a leader, who would 
communicate with a takim 
commander. The takim 
commanders would have 3 
or 4 teams to manage, and 
then the tabur commander 
would have two takims. 


The team leaders would 
generally stay with us 
at the front. The tabur 
commander would mostly 
be away meeting people 
and organising things, and 
the takim commanders 
would split their time 
between being at the front 
and being with the tabur 
commander. Officially, radio 
messages were meant to be 
in Kurdish so that everyone 
understood, but I suspect a 
lot of them were in Arabic. 
I'm not sure what happened 
above that level. There 
seemed to be a lot of 
autonomy and negotiations 
between various militias. 

The first push I was meant 
to go on got cancelled at 
short notice, and I'm pretty 
sure it was because the YBS 
stole it from us. 

When I was with the 
internationals, there was 
a lot of negotiating to get 
operations. Our commander 
would go to the generals 
every day and push for 
us to get assigned one. 
Rumour has it that one 
international group skipped 
the whole process once by 
showing up at a forward 
command post with all 
their gear and asking to do 
something. 

Sound so simply... but 
works 

Let's talk about Afrin... 
from so long was so clear 
that Erdogan's hordes 
want to attack Afrin... 
What is main reason for 
this operation? 

I think there are two main 
reasons- Erdogan's imperial 
ambitions in Syria, and the 


Turkish state's struggle 
to pacify north Kurdistan. 
Erdogan has often talked 
about re-establishing 
the ottoman empire, and 
Syria and Iraq are the 
obvious targets for that 
expansion... 

I think is also a part 
of huge propaganda 
campaign against SDF 
and other Kurdish 
forces... 

Initially he tried to do 
that via Daesh, but that's 
now failed and without 
intervention Syria could 
stabilise very soon. So, 
from that angle the attack 
is to give Daesh some 
room to regroup, to keep 
the Syrian war going, and 
to seize terrain directly. 
The other part is that 
the success of the PYD 
in North Syria has been 
a huge inspiration to 
many in the region. Other 
democratic confederalist 
groups such as the PKK. 

If the North Syria project 
is seen to succeed, it 
will encourage people in 
turkey to Join groups that 
promote a similar system 
north of the border, such 
as the PKK and HDP 
The most ironic fact 
is that nobody really 
wants - excluding SDF 
- to stabilise situation 
in Syria... I am talking 
about forces and they are 
accused by Erdogan to be 
terrorist and barbarian... 
To be honest, the 
success of Democratic 
Confederalism is a threat 
to states everywhere, 
because it gives hope for 
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another option. But turkey 
is the first to consider 
that threat worth invading 
over... I sometimes wonder 
if the regime would go for 
stability at this point. The 
SAA (Syrian Arab Army) 
must be exhausted. They're 
making big gains right 
now, but they've taken a 
pounding over the last few 
years. 

What kind of role play 
Russia in this imperialist 
game? 

I feel Russia is trying to 
appease Turkey at this 
point. Turkey is still a major 
prize to wrest away from 
NATO and into a Russian 
economic sphere. I'm not 
surprised that the imperial 
powers have seemingly 
abandoned North Syria. We 
were always going to be 
on our own as soon as we 
stopped being useful. 

To be honest if I thinking 
about Rojava which want 
to stay a part of Syria as 
the independent region, 

I see only profits for 
Assad regime to protect 
this region for some 
reasons...Rojava could 
be a key for stabilise 
some part of the country 
and keep it inside the 
state in this same time... 
isn't? 

I'm not sure how much 
support he has, but it 
must be some. Certainly, 
in the south he can claim 
to be the only alternative 
to jihadis, which is a good 
selling point. Rojava as 
an autonomous region is 
almost completely lost 


to the state, except as a 
trading partner. But I think 
it makes more sense to 
have that than to lose the 
area completely to another 
country. 

Took so long for Turkey 
to prepare all this 
operation against Afrin 
canton...what could be 
next step for Erdogan? 
keep war if is possible 
or fast really power full 
offensive after first few 
weeks? 

I don't know if he really has 
the troops for a massive 
offensive, but I imagine 
ending this quickly is a goal. 
The terrain in Afrin favours 
guerrillas, so he'll take 
heavy losses in a drawn-out 
war. 

Personally, I think he's 

deluding himself if he 
thinks there won't be 
significantly long-term 
resistance after any 
initial victory. The YPG 
have huge support and 
have trained lots of the 
population to fight. 

As any delusional 
tyrant I'm sure he is 
ready for heavy losses 
of his troops, but the 
propaganda will sell 
it in public as huge 
success of imperator 
Recep Erdogan... another 
successful step to rebuild 
Ottoman Empire. Do you 
think SDF can expect any 
support in this fight? 

I would be surprised if the 
US it Russia came back 
without some major gain 
to be had. But maybe the 


regime will help once they 
reach Turkish lines to the 
south. 

For me looks like again 
like the international 
elites sell Kurds in the 
name of ... exactly in 
the name of what? This 
what turkey doing isn't 
good for NATO, EU, US, 
Russia...but for some 
point they tolerate it? 

I think their main aim is to 
appease Turkey, because 
they don't want to alienate 
them. 

Everyone talking about 
the refugee's problem... 
and Turkish blackmail... 

Yeah, blackmail and threats 
are pretty much how 
Erdogan operates. I think 
European nations should call 
his bluff and just deal with 
the refugees. It'll be less 
trouble overall. 

Of course, but this is 
a question of internal 
politics of members 
of EU... right wing 
movement inside the 
country like Poland, 

UK, Hungary, France 
just waiting for this 
like HUNTERS to build 
their propaganda... But 
to be honest for most 
of countries in Europe 
Refugees could be great 
investment...out of the 
humanitarian aspect of 
this case. But remember 
over everything is 
still Russia. Putin Play 
his own game and 
manipulating everyone. 
This could be so far deal. 
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It's possible. I think 
Erdogan's a bit of a loose 
cannon in all this, though. 

He wants to be the main 
player, not part of anyone 
else's game. 

After few days we can 
see huge support for 
Afrin from international 
society around the 
world... in Holland, 
Belgium, France, 
Germany, Bulgaria, 
Greece, Spain, Canada, 
USA, UK, Ireland, and 
many more places people 
keep criticising terrorist 
Turkish government, 
but governments 
are very restraint in 
criticism, or else support 
Erdogan... I think this 
show very clearly how 
so far in present liberal- 
democracy world state 
is located from society... 
from real humanistic 
value... and how close 
stick to the business, 
corporations. What do 
you think? 

I think our governments are 
going to continue to choose 
arms deals over human 
lives, and to care more 
about appeasing turkey that 
ethnic cleansing. Hopefully 
we can put pressure on 
them to change that, but 
I have very little faith in 
governments doing the right 
thing. 

This is typically for every 
oppressor's government. 
Present Situation in 
Afrin show that Turkish 
Units, supported by 
Jihadist can't keep any 


forward progress... just 
occupying Line of 5 km 
in Afrin... looks like 
Erdogan's army found 
their grave? 

I'm a little amazed at how 
little progress they've 
made! The terrain is 
against them, and I 
guess the SDF have had 
plenty of time to prepare. 
Hopefully this is going to 
be their Vietnam. 

Last news doesn't 
sound like a rumour... 
Intervention of SAA 
much more possible 
than we thought... 

Hopefully with air cover. 
It'll be a lot more useful 
and a lot less problematic 
than ground troops. 

Do you see any chance 
to find the way for 
agreement between 
Assad and Rojava 
authorities based 
on possibly Afrin 
experience? 

I'd hope so. I hoped 
that we'd find an 
accommodation with the 
regime after working 
together in Idlib, but 
perhaps them realising 
that there are worse 
people to have in Syria 
than us will do the same 
thing. We're certainly 
showing how tough it 
would be for the regime to 
take Afrin by force! 
Exactly... that kind of 
trouble is probably last 
thing what Assad want... 


ERBIL 

support 

Afrin 

basnews.com 

ERBIL — Thousands of 
people from the Syrian 
Kurdish city of Afrin gathered 
on Sunday to condemn the 
Turkish military offensive on 
their city. 

The demonstration was 
organised by several Syrian 
political parties and NGOs. 
The crowd, holding an 
olive branch in their hands, 
walked to the city's main 
hospital where speeches 
were delivered. 

Turkey, on January 20, 
launched a massive military 
operation dubbed "Olive 
Branch" against the Syrian 
Kurdish forces in Afrin. Since 
then, according to local 
medical sources, at least 
150 civilians were killed with 
nearly 300 more injured. 

The United Nations said 
last week that over 15,000 
civilians were also displaced 
from their homes in the 
subdistricts and villages on 
the outskirt of Afrin. 


Link to video material 
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British govern¬ 
ment in the ges¬ 
ture of Pilate 

Few words from Chris Scurfieid f 
father of martyr Kosta Scurfieid. 


As someone who lost 
a loved one fighting 
against DAESH in Syria, 
what are your impres¬ 
sions of the YPG now? 

Without the commit¬ 
ted resistance of the YPG/J 
where would daesh have 
stopped? If they hadn't tak¬ 
en up arms against it, daesh 
may well have reached 
some of the Greek islands, 
or Albania. Western states 
stood by and did nothing 
while daesh scythed its way 
through villages and towns 
massacring and enslaving 
everyone in its path. This 
western apathy is what 
made my son go to Syria 
to help the YPG/J who were 
the only groups that mount¬ 
ed a decent and effective 
resistance to the brutality 
of daesh. The fact that the 
YPG/J were progressive 
forces that openly promoted 
a form of democracy rein¬ 
forced his decision to go. 

The YPG/J has not disap¬ 
pointed so far. This percep¬ 
tion has been maintained 
throughout the 
war where seismic political 
maneuvering has character 

ized all other sides, ex- 
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Jackson Gray Perkins 

cept the YPG/YPJ who are 
a focused and determined 
protection for all the peo¬ 
ples of Rojava. They have 
successfully, and almost sin 
glehandedly on the ground, 
pushed daesh right out and 
have been pivotal in defeat¬ 
ing it and liberating civilians. 
I feel hope when I see lib¬ 
erated cities setting up Tev 
Dem. Their approach to the 
war and the defense of all 
the people of northern Syr¬ 
ia, has been so far, organ¬ 
ized and honorable. I feel 
that as far as they are able 
the YPG/J are standing by 
their ideology and doing 
their best for the people. I 
am concerned though, that 
their successes are such a 
threat to Turkey and Iran 
that they are going to be 
abandoned by the coalition 
governments and left to be 
massacred by Assad, Turkey 
and Iran. I feel strongly that 
they should be safeguarded 
by western states because 
of the contribution they 
have made to defeating 
daesh. 

The UK could poten 
tial arrest foreign fight¬ 



Chris Scurfieid 


ers as terrorists in the UK 
when they return from 
Syria, what are your feel¬ 
ings on this? 

I feel very frustrated 
when I hear things like that. 
It is fair that all fighters are 
investigated to ensure that 
they have not been fighting 
with DAESH. What I don't 
finwd fair is when they are 
kept on bail for months on 
end while the police scram¬ 
ble around trying to dig up 
anything to charge them 
with. The fact is the YPG/J 
is an ally of coalition forces 
and under British law is not 
a proscribed terrorist organ¬ 
ization. None of our for¬ 
eign fighters have yet been 
charged with anything de¬ 
spite police attempts. Before 
Kosta went over 
he did extensive research 
into the legality of what 
he was doing and the mili¬ 
tary investigated him thor¬ 
oughly. If there had been 
any legal reason to keep 
him from joining the YPG, 

I'm sure they would have. 
Since they didn't, it's clear 
that as things stand there 
is no crime in fighting with 
the YPG. There have been 
calls from some quarters 
to change this but the bot- 
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Kosta Scurfield 


tom line is that our volun¬ 
teers go out to help in any 
way possible from assisting 
the fight against daesh to 
accumulating intelligence. 
Strangely some police au¬ 
thorities have shown no 
interest in intelligence and 
captured daesh documents 
brought back by foreign 
YPG/J fighters. This is very 
confusing and does throw 
some doubt on the govern¬ 
ment's commitment to de¬ 
feating daesh. The best pol¬ 
icy is surely to check who 
the returning fighters have 
been working with, and 
once they have established 
it is coalition allies, they 
should be debriefed sympa¬ 
thetically. The lack of any 
consistent approach and 
the sheer amount of wasted 
intelligence beggars be¬ 
lief and makes me wonder 
which side the government 
is on and makes a mockery 
of the war on terror. 

Do you feel the families 
of those who died fight¬ 
ing DAESH have been 
listened to by British pol¬ 
iticians? 

Wouldn't that be 
nice, but the government 
has taken a very hands-off 


approach. They make the 
right sounds but the when 
you ring the bell there is not 
even an echo. They have 
adopted a head-in-the-sand 
approach. Our dead volun¬ 
teers stood up to daesh with 
the Kurdish people and said 
NO you cannot. 

What are the impli¬ 
cations for both Rojava 
and the international ten¬ 
sions and regional situ¬ 
ation will bring the inva¬ 
sion of Turkish Islamic 
fascist and jihadists from 
the FSA on Afrin? 

What is going to happen to 
Afrin? After years of funding 
proxy armies providing safe 
passage to jhadists Turkey 
finally declared its hand and 
is trying to invade the pre¬ 
dominantly Kurdish western 
canton of Rojava, Northern 
Syria. 

On one hand it's use¬ 
ful to finally see Turkey's 
expansionistic, fascist and 
kurd-hating intent declared 
to the world. On the other 
hand, to witness an active 
Turkish invasion targeting 
CIVILIANS is an unfolding 
tragedy. The timing, just as 
peace was starting to return 
to Syria is heart-breaking 
and it will also potential¬ 
ly divert YPG/YPJ fighters 
away from other areas 
where they are needed. 
Instead of exposing its own 
troops, Turkey is using the 
drug-soaked moderate ji¬ 
hadists and other extremist 
groups. This cowardly policy 
is playing clever and limits 
the potential backlash from 
Turkish families fuelling an¬ 
ti-state propaganda. 



Martyrs never dies 


Mostly the governments of 
the west are indifferent and 
won't jeopardise their arms 
deals, or their gas pipelines 
for a small canton of Kurds. 
On a note of optimism how¬ 
ever, there is a growing call 
among smaller parties and 
individuals for governments 
to stand up and be counted 
and we need to build po¬ 
litical pressure and not let 
our governments sweep the 
events taking place in Afrin 
under the carpet. 

The Green Party in England 
has offered some notes of 
hope for Syria and have 
issued a strong statement 
of support for Afrin. After 
observing the war against 
ISIS, I have no doubt that 
Rojava will not crumble in 
the face of the Turkish army. 
I have been amazed by 
Rojava's resolve, steadfast 
determination and sacri¬ 
fice over the last 3 years. I 
have seen a rag tag militia 
turn into one of the most 
effective forces in the mid¬ 
dle east and all without any 
major aid apart from the 
coalition's air support. 

JGP 
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ABC of Derm-Con 


ROJAVA 





HOPE FOR 

ALL OF US 


What is Rojava? 

The revolution in Rojava 
which started in earnest with 
theoutbreakofthe Syrian civil 
war in 2011 is an experiment 
in radical democratic political 
economy. Its ideological 
backing is that of democratic 
confederalism, a form 
of communalism which 
emphasizes democracy, 
gender liberation and 
equality, ecology, and 
cooperative economy. 

Fundamental to 
this model, which is 
called the Democratic 
Autonomous System, 
or TEV-DEM, is consent 
and cooperation. It 
is specifically a non¬ 
state model, meaning 
that it does not rely 
on coercive forces nor 
the monopolization of 
legitimate violence by a 
central authority. Rather, 
TEV-DEM derives its authority 
from the communal level, 
made up of neighborhoods 
of about 300-500 families. 
Higherlevelsofadministration 
at the city, canton, and 
regional level are staffed by 
representatives from these 
communes that are instantly 
recallable, and all major 
decisions must be ratified by 
the communes. This allows 
a model which is based on 
local direct democracy to 
still engage in large regional 
level decision making and 
coordination without giving 


up their 
voices. 

The commune has six 
committees; the social 
committee, the youth 
committee, the women 
committee, the peace 
committee, the self- 
defense committee and 
the economic committee. 

The commune has co¬ 
chairs, one man and one 
woman who are directly 



elected by the members 
of the commune. Most 
issues are handled by 
the communes, whether 
it be the creation of new 
businesses or schools, legal 
disputes, or even defense 
of the neighborhood. They 
are meant to make up the 
bedrock of the Democratic 
Autonomous System and 
because of this are constantly 
evolving in order to perform 
better and better reflect the 
needs of the community. 

Again, as a cooperative 


system, no commune can 
be forced into action that 
it democratically decides 
against, but this however 
does not prevent other 
communes from acting 
together. Plans made at 
the highest level only go 
ahead with the support from 
communes which ratify the 
plans, meaning the classic 
issue in democracy of the 
tyranny of the majority is 
cleverly circumvented. 
This model not only 
sounds good in theory, 
it also works. Unlike 
most other experiments 
in political economy, 
the revolution in Rojava 
has been guided by 
a persistent attitude 
of critical pragmatism 
rather than ideological 
dogma. The emphasis on 
freedom as the highest 
value has also resulted 
in a diverse application of 
democratic confederalism. 
For instance, 3 out of the 4 
cantons are completely tax 
free, as the communes derive 
their economic means from 
self-sustaining cooperatives 
which they themselves invest 
in. A portion of the profits 
from these cooperative 
businesses are used to fund 
community projects rather 
than taxes. The commune 
retains a small percentage 
of ownership, 10-20%, 
alongside the workers of the 
business who own the rest. 










Ecology and Culture 


%|Green Party 


Green Party statement 
on Turkey’s military 
attacks on Afrin 


This percentage depends 
on the level of financing 
provided by the commune. 
Although this model is 
explicitly non-capitalist, it 
is not anti-private property. 
Rather than abolishing 
private property, it instead 
encourages the creation of 
collective property and the 
peaceful coexistence and 
competition between the two. 

In this way 
cooperatives must remain 
efficient in their delivery of 
goods and services, while 
the excesses of speculation 
and capital accumulation 
and subsequent economic 
inequality are reduced 
due to the presence of 
specifically socially conscious 
businesses in the market in 
the form of cooperatives. 
Democratic confederalism is 
not only a model for Kurdish 
development, it is a model for 
the greater Middle East and 
even the entire world. In the 
age of globalized capitalism, 
economic inequality and 
ecological degradation have 
run rampant due to a lack 
of democratic oversight. 

The traditional nation 
state has been transcended 
by corporate capitalism, 
with few corporations paying 
taxes or following the rules of 
their respective democracies. 
To address these issues of 
the global commons, we 
need global democracy. By 
organizing around economic 
cooperatives and local 
communities, we can build 
the foundations for this global 
democracy. The first pillar 
has been placed in Rojava. 

JGP 


Green Party 
Leaders have 

condemned Turkey's 
offensive and 

invasion of Syria, 
and its attacks on 
Afrin in the north¬ 
west.Jonathan 
Bartley and Caroline 
Lucas, co-leaders 
of the Green Party, 
said: 

"Turkey's ongoing 
military attacks on 
Afrin are utterly 
wrong, and the killing 
of civilians is morally 
indefensible. The 
Foreign Secretary, 
Boris Johnson, must 
urgent make a 
statement on behalf 
of the government 
making clear that 
they condemn 


the Turkish 

Government's 
actions. 

The people of 
this region have 
been targeted by all 
sides.Theatrocities 
they have suffered 
at the hands of 
Daesh are now 
exacerbated by the 
military onslaught 
of the Turkish 
Government. The 
British Government 
should be using all 
diplomatic means 
to bring an end to 
Turkish military 
incursions - and 
should start be 
using urging the 
UN and others to 
condemn Turkey's 
actions." 
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The idea of Social 
Ecology was first thought 
of by Murray Bookchin, a 
social theorist and political 
philosopher. His ideas for 
a sustainable, ecological 
society have been the back 
bone of the Democratic 
Confederalist movement, 
authored by the great 
Abdullah Ocalan. Ocalan's 
Democratic Confederalism 


humanity, and 
the world will 
be irreparably 
damaged to 
the point of 
no longer 
being able 
to sustain 
sentient life. 
Ecosophy 
takes a deep 
look at the 



Living in harmony with nature is the 
cornerstone of Rojava's society 


Social Ecology and its 
importance to Rojava 

Xwendekare Zanisti 


seeks to use the Four 
Pillars of Social Ecology to 
form a collective society 
free of any prejudice, be 
it racial, ethnic, religious, 
or economic. But 
what are these four 
Pillars? And why are 
they so important 
to the Rojava 
Revolution? 

The Four 
Pillars of Social 
Ecology are 
ecosophy, social 
justice, non-violence 
and grass-roots 
democracy. Each of 
these pillars acts 
as a key to unlock 
the hierarchies of 
modern society. 

They are necessary 
to challenge the 
systems made to repress 
innate human freedom. 
Ecosophy, or Ecological 
Philosophy, is a philosophy 
of natural harmony or 
equilibrium. It stresses the 
importance of keeping a 
balance between humanity 
and nature. Too much 
28 


complexities of Socio- 
Ecological interactions 
and their seemingly small 
but far-reaching impacts 
on the surrounding eco¬ 


systems. For example, "The 
Tragedy of the Commons" 
is a nineteenth century 
essay written by William 
Forster Lloyd that details 
the 'commons' or town field 
areas of a small British 
town. In his essay, Lloyd 
describes the hypothetical 


routine of each farmer 
bringing their cow to the 
commons to graze. At some 
point, one farmer decides 
to buy a second cow to 
increase his milk production. 
Seeing and envying his 
success, a second farmer 
decides to do the same. And 
then another. And another. 
Soon, every farmer now 
has two cows, but the 
commons do not contain 
enough grass for all the 
cattle to graze upon. The 
decision on the part of 
the farmers to increase 
the number of livestock 
has been detrimental 
to their ability to feed 
said livestock. Every 
action humanity has 
taken throughout history 
has had some sort of 
effect on the natural 
world. From man's first 
harnessing of fire, to the 
production of coal 
plants for energy, 
everything we do 
affects the world we live in. 

Social Justice is the 
second Pillar of Social 
Ecology and is primarily 
responsible for ensuring 
the correct treatment of 
others in a community. In 
Democratic Confederalism, 
Social Justice works to 



Murray Bookchin (1921-2006) 
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Murray Bookchin 


break down the imagined 
barriers between humans. 
These barriers include 
things such as gender, 
ethnicity, and religion. One 
way to control a society is 
to take away its influence in 
government. For instance, 
a totalitarian state will deny 
minority groups education, 
jobs, or healthcare in 
order to deter them from 
making a difference. 

In Nazi Germany, Jews 
weren't allowed to run 
for political office. In the 
United States, Africans were 
not allowed an education. 

In this way, repressive 
governments ensure that 
the only people in power 
are those that conform to 
their ideals. Social Justice 
is needed to breakdown 
these barriers, or, perhaps 
more importantly, show 
that these artificial barriers 
never should have existed 
in the first place; that the 
only reason they exist is 
because of a dominating 
entity. Reducing domination 
of one entity by another 


is the key to keeping 
a free and equal 
society. It also 
enables humanity to 
realize that we do not 
dominate nature. Yes, 
we have the means 
and the intellect to 
completely control 
the natural world, but 
that does not mean 
we should. One of 
humanity's greatest 
mistakes is thinking 
we are APART from 
nature instead of 
A PART of it. From 
ancient religious texts 
to current day ecological 
exploitation, man has 
believed that the natural 
world is in place solely 
for his benefit. This is not 
the case. Understanding 
this fundamental concept 
is extremely important 
because it directly 
correlates to Ecosophy and 
allows us to understand 
the intrinsic value of the 
natural world. Social justice 
priorities should include 
properly advocating for an 
Ecological balance. 

Non-violence, 
although self-explanatory, 


is the most important Pillar 
and is essential to reduce 
conflict and domination 
in a society. Since the 
dawn of time, humanity 
has thrived on destruction 
and subjection either for 
survival or imperialistic 
growth. Keeping a society 
of non-violent entities 
enables steady growth and 
usually allows said society 
to be on the moral side of 
any potential conflicts. If 
a society maintains a non¬ 
violent mindset, except in 
self-defense against outside 
aggression, it will be able to 
focus its resources towards 
improving the standard 
of living of its citizens. 
Further, reducing conflict 
and wars will drastically 
slow the destruction of the 
natural world, not just in 
preserving the physical 
landscapes but also by 
reducing the environmental 
impact of war production, 
and reconstruction efforts 
post-conflict. If you have 
a flourishing city that is 
devastated by even a few 
weeks of fighting, it will 
take valuable amounts 
of resources to rebuild; 



Afrin Executive Council meeting from August 2017 
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resources that otherwise 
could have been used to 
further societal growth and 
environmental preservation. 

The last Pillar is 
grass-roots democracy, and 
this has the biggest impact 
on keeping a society free. 
Grass-roots ideas hold 
that the power lies in the 
people and that any political 
idea or proposal should be 
discussed and voted on at 
the municipal level. This 
means each town, village, 
and city holds meetings to 
ensure the problems of 
the populace are being 
addressed. When larger 
forms of government 
abandon small areas, 
and they will, the local 
municipalities need to be 
able to work together to 
solve problems. Rojava's 
government is built from 
the ground up and utilizes 
this idea to establish 
leadership; from the 
YPG unit commanders to 
town and village leaders, 
everyone is elected based 
on what the 
people deem 
best. 

These 
four trains 
of thought 
combined 
have enabled 
the people 
of Rojava to 
build a society 
that seeks 
the liberation 
of repressed 
groups and 
to maintain 
societal 
freedom. 

When 
necessary, 
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this society defends its 
values by force of arms. The 
ideas of Social Ecology are 
what make Rojava a unique 
example of a society run 
completely by the people. 

In addition to that, it helps 
the citizens of Rojava live 
in a sustainable way that 
reduces their human impact 
on the land they live on, 
and helps them to use 
everything they have wisely 
so as to avoid resource 
wastage. 


Xwendekare Zanisti is 

a student of Conservation 
Biology and Environmental 
Science, aswellasan ecological 
theorist and proud supporter 
of the Rojava Revolution. He 
lives in the US and hopes to 
finish his studies abroad at 
the American University of 
Kurdistan in Duhok, Iraq. 
He also volunteers as the 
Director of Public Relations 
for 'Support Action Rojava' 
(SAR) and 'Radio 4 Rojava' 
CR4R) 
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ISIS is not a terrorist 
organization, they are 
just bunch of people 
formed by anger. 

Davutoglu 

Prime Minister of Turkey 
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NEVER MIND! 


Never mind 
that the Kurds in 
Syria were leading 
the destruction of 
the rough bearded 
savages called ISIS, 
which we dreaded so much. 
Never mind that we adorned 
our social media accounts 
with pictures of their self- 
sacrificial young women and 
men who took up arms in 
defense but fail to stand up 
for what we admire/cheer 
at. Never mind that we 
promised to help rebuilding 
their cities after they braved 
for all our sake through many 
of the fiercest battles 
in recorded history - 
Kobane in particular 

- but that we didn't do 
anything up until now. 
Literally nothing... No? 

We did? Tons of donated 
medicine? Rebuild 

materials? Tents? School 
supplies? And much 
more? Well, barely 
anything could cross the 
border into Rojava due to 
the - by us fully ignored 

- embargo that is still 
being imposed by the 
surrounding factions/ 
states on Northern 
Syria known to us as 
Rojava. And we never 
questioned. 

Never mind 

that we dreaded new 
streams of refugees in need 
of help while that very same 
Afrin (under current military 
attacks) harbors hundreds 
of thousands of internally 
displaced people from all 
over Syria, taking care of all 
without any help... 

Well, let's be fair, why 
should we be interested in 


problemsofothercountries? 
We have everything. Why 
can't they as well build up 
their own homeland? We, 
yes, we have no products 
not dependent on imports 
from other in handcraft and 
agriculture more developed 
countries. We never go not 
to holidays, sightseeing 
beautiful foreign landscapes 
and cultures who all share 
our passion for discovering 


things. We haven't any 
family members working 
or studying abroad to 
finance us or get benefit 
from foreign education. We 
haven't no problems with 
our society which is not on 
the fringe of bursting from 
tensions due to economic, 
political and societal 
contradictions. 


Well who would care 
about all that anyways? 
Redur We got too many of 
problems to make our 
own ends meet! Isn't 
it? "To hell with politics! We 
got to feed our families!". 

Well THAT'S exactly 
where we get to what 
attracted each of our 
attentions to the "Democratic 
Confederal" system of 
Rojava most. Economically 
I mean. They don't intend 
to build a state of 1% that 
rules and defines how 99% 
of its population must 
live. (Think twice about 
it... what absurdity!) 

They - in fact - follow 
the idea which says that 
states are inherent anti¬ 
democratic institutions 
which at best should only 
be allowed to have a say 
in most extreme cases 
where short-termed hard 
phases require to be 
overcome by the fastest 
possible coordination 
and organization. Like a 
meteor strike..., well I 
mean natural disasters. 

To manage the daily 
life, they make decisions 
on their own economy 
locally from commune to 
commune, from village 
to village and city to city. All 
to guarantee that everyone 
is responsible for their own 
community, family, and 
children. Only absolute 
freedom of the society 
ensures all basic human 
needs of food, water, home, 
and social atmosphere for a 
life without the constant fear 
of losing one of these or all... 
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National identities are 
of no importance, borders 
are just useless or in fact 
denied. You can't get full of 
scribbling lines on a map. So, 
all infringements of the states 
imposed on communities' 
economic freedom must be 
unhinged, ignored, outright 
rejected. 

Just look how it works 
with us. Neither our homes, 
nor our health, nor our 
occupation, nor our labor, 
not our future and even our 
children's future doesn't 
belong to us. In some 
countries we aren't even 
allowed to collect rainwater... 
nothing belongs to us in our 
homelands. We must pay 
for everything, and more... 
Maybe we have "happiness" 
and feel satisfied but are 
giving away so much more. 
We're like trees that are 
ripped of almost all their 
leaves, can't get enough food 
through sunlight anymore 
and feel happy with the 
remaining lifetime we have - 
before we are felled. 


to prevent up-to-down 
decisions penetrating private 
life of society. And hey, we 
don't need to be rocket 
scientists to realize that we 
got a hell of insane problems 
with our bloated lifestyle/ 
system. 

But - do you know 
what? There is something 
else! The most intriguing 
thing about the Rojava 
Revolution is that the 
new project never tries to 
overthrow any existing state 
system, neither opposes the 
current globalized system 
of capital directly. It is just 
- how should we put it..., 
well... just stopping to live 
by the current established 
systemic foundation. 

They just try to live without 
the (coerced) help of the 
state (loaded with interest 
and imposed by force) to 
create another alternative 
for people to exist. 

Not even globalized 
chains of economic links (I.e. 
import/export) by which 
our states manage to keep 
our shops (somehow still) 


running are endangered in 
the slightest. Their principles 
will just oblige them to 
coordinate things better, so 
they would lose less. 

We hate it, they hate it. We 
lose our jobs when we even 
complain, let's hope they 
can rectify some things on 
our behalf. 

For those who don't 
know it: The geography of 
Syria - though known to us 
as simply another Arabic 
state - is a very rich and 
beautiful land which shared 
and/or neighbored some of 
the most ancient cultures 
from which our modern 
means of progress derive. 
It is really one of the best 
suited countries to try out a 
new system, to champion for 
it, so we could build our lives 
as well according to their 
example. 

And now let's come to 
the Kurdish people. Through 
cultural diversity and such, 
Kurds are and were inclined 
to rebel against established 
systems since old times... or 
let's say they are the regional 
best candidates for it 
because they barely 
could be overthrown 
by brutal state 
systems due to the 
hard to penetrate 
terrain and evenly 
shaped character of 
the people. 

That so-called 
inclination through 
life experience 
indeed benefited 
them to pioneer this 
Rojava Revolution. 
And hell, we all know 


They in turn want 
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how some people just never 
follow the main stream of the 
system and achieve so much 
in life by innovation, that we 
- who job "in a normal by 
our government's presented 
way" our whole life till we're 
rusty and "useless" - just 
feel totally duped. 

The Kurds were about 
to lose also that 
positive factor of 
theirs because of the 
"all-mighty" force 
of the dark nation¬ 
state side. Their 
"good part" was 
marginalized, their 
majority submitted 
into surrender by 
the terror of state- 
forms that proved 
to be disgustingly 
nationalistic and 
backward. We heard 
much of them; 

Turkey:... Erdogan..., 

Iraq: ...Saddam..., 

Iran: ...nooses and 
slipknots..., Syria: 

...Baath regime...; 

I know "Nobody 
is perfect", I know 
"Every state hassome 
dark history", but 
please, that doesn't 
justify remaining 
stuck to faults... ghastly and 
horrible histories... 

The same as a horrible 
car-driver with blood on his 
pane trying to convince me 
that I'm the same as him 
by saying: "Don't tell me to 
stop crashing into crowds 
and buildings! You drove into 
more people than me!!" 
Away with the license of such 
maniacal morons... 

We see that the 


Turkish state tries currently 
succeeding in what its proxy 
ISIS failed to do. We see 
pictures everyday showing 
civilians (also children) 
blown into pieces by their 
attacks on Afrin. Why should 
that state be afraid of the 
peoples living there their 
own life? Why can't they 


LIFT THE BAN 

ON THE PKK 


There can't be 
any popular and secular 
resistance movement when 
there was and is no state 
terror. 



u 


FREEDOM AND JUSTICE FOR KURDS 


let them in peace and let a 
peaceful phase start in Syria? 
Don't try to answer with 
nationalistic narratives about 
flags and borders. We can't 
fall for the ridiculous rhetoric 
that there would be some 
"danger" emanating from 
the most secular resistance 
movements in the region 
for their "internal security" 
while they were housing, 
training, arming, spreading, 
officially defending fanatic 
ISIS terrorists. 


The whole Rojava 
Revolution derives its 
inspiration and organizational 
dynamism from 

decades-long efforts 
undertaken by Abdullah 
Ocalan, the driving 
force for the "third 
way" of "Democratic 
Independence", also 
known as "Democratic 
Confederalism". 

Since many years 
international 
campaigns are rallying 
for the removal of the 
"politically motivated" 
terror-designation of 
the movement called 
Kurdistan Worker's 
Party (PKK). Since 
Erdogan (dubbed 
as a New Hitler... 
among other things) 
we all around the 
world came to know 
well enough that the 
Turkish state leans on 
religious fanaticism, 
racism, fascism, 

and totalitarianism. The 
Kurdistan's freedom 

movement emerged as a 
reaction to such a state and 
shows to be the most secular 
and intellectual source for 
civil organization in the 
region. Their dozens of calls 
for political solutions and 
cease fires only attest it. Well 
there is enough international 
support in that regard. 

We see all the clips 
shot by Turkish soldiers 
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FREEDOM FOROCALAN 


and "Jihadi"-proxies calling 
for the occupation of Afrin 
and massacre of Kurdish 
"infidels". Try to imagine the 
full horror going on right 
now just because the Turkish 
state has no other plans in 
mind other than bloodshed 
when it especially comes to 
the Kurdish people. 

We're not obliged 
to eat that bullshit. And 
don't need to join the same 
blame game of cowardliness 
spread by apologists in social 
media. A blame game that 
tries to mute everyone with 
the statement "We all are 
the same evil. We all have a 
dark history". That's simply 
put like a monkey mocking 
human for being once the 
same before all the evolution 
took place. 

We all are human 
beings and got to live 
somehow. We can't f****** 
believe that we need some 


military shooting bombs 
into our homes, killing our 
families, leaving them in 
blood and massacring our 
neighbors, just so they 
would feel great and manly 
enough for being "proud 
(Turkish) nationalists". I 
mean in #Afrin. 

If we imagine having 
"a proud history of military", 
we do it because we have 
some sane - though fictional 
- imagination of our own. 
Then let's look ahead and 
realize our fancy ideas! But 
they don't. And they won't. 
They openly shout out 
for ethnic cleansing. They 
are allied with so called 
Jihadis killing civilians 
indiscriminately to crush 
the social project of Rojava. 
They call out for our demise 
because our governments 
follow our state's interests. 
(Not to forget how the 
Turkish president threatened 
western countries not few 


times and called some 
terroristic...) 

Who needs such extremist 
"partners"? 

Let's never mind about 
the politics of states. Let's do 
it as the people in Northern 
Syria do. Leave the state 
policies aside. Never mind 
about that. 

What we have the universal 
right for, is to support what 
we believe is beneficial for 
us as humans. As individuals 
we can follow and spread 
all news and developments 
of Rojava's social project. 
See, they are fighting for a 
peaceful communal life due 
to the very fact that they 
are responsible for their own 
ecology and education to 
work. For the sake of their 
family, friends, and children 
they do it. 

Simply put, that's what 
the Rojava Revolution shows 
us. Revolutionary 

changes are so simple 
that it turns out to be 
a feat to figure it out 
and put into practice. 
That is where we 

have the freedom to 
connect. Learn about 
the simple practical 
steps in theory so 

we could put them 
into practice for 

ourselves. Support 
Rojava! 

Sincerely Yours, 
your individual 
thinker from Radio 4 
Rojava 

Redur 


Peace is more difficult 
than War.We were not 
scared as we resisted; ~ ...J 
we will not be scared when ~ 
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SIGN THE PETITION 

htt p./^w ww.freeocalan.org 
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Facebook Silences 
Voices for Kurdish 
Human Rights 



At the end of October, 
I woke from a night of sleep, 
rolled over in bed to grab my 
phone, and touched the pad 
of my finger to the familiar 
blue and white icon on 
my screen. I'm admittedly 
addicted to Facebook, and 
rarely go a day without 
logging on to the site to 
connect with friends and 
family around the world, read 
about the latest victories and 
defeats in Rojava, and swap 
memes. 

On this day, however, 
the icon didn't lead me to the 
site. It said i was blocked. 
I found an email from 
Facebook in my inbox stating 
that my identity was in 
question and would I please 
send a copy of my driver's 
license? I complied but still 
found myself unable to login. 
A few days later I received 
another email curtly stating 
that I had violated Facebook 
community standards 

and my account was now 
permanently disabled. 
Ten years of baby photos, 
connections, photos of 


family vacations, musings, 
witticisms, and yes, MEMES 
were all gone forever. 

I'm not alone. Friends 
and comrades involved in 
causes for Kurdish liberation 
are being shut down at an 
alarming rate. Accounts are 
deleted and frozen, people 
report being able to see 
their account but not being 
able to post. Some users 
tell me their accounts have 
been shut down more than 
20 times. One common 
reason users get shut down 
is for posting an image of 
the PKK flag, or an image 
of Abdullah Ocalan. All too 
often, however, users claim 
they don't know what their 
offense was other than 
posting news about Kurdish 
liberation struggles in Rojava 
and elsewhere. 

Facebook's community 
standards are deliberately 
vague and anyone who's 
been shut down and 
inquired about the reasons 
why they were targeted 
will tell you that a direct 
answer about your "violation 
of community standards" 
will not be forthcoming. 
What you might expect is a 
response email in terse and 
rude language telling you to 
basically get lost (the tone of 
Facebook moderators' email 


Ellen 

correspondences reminded 
one Kurdish Facebook user 
of that of 'a bitter, jilted ex¬ 
boyfriend') One blocked user 
claims that got an email 
from a Facebook moderator 
stating that they were 'glad' 
they had the chance to 
disable the user's account. 

WHO DECIDES? 

So who is giving the 
gladiator-cum-Facebook 
"thumbs up" (or down) on 
Kurdish themed accounts? 
I'm not going to pretend to 
understand the machinations 
of the Facebook behemoth 
but a cursory search 
online revealed that the 
job of moderating is often 
outsourced to contracting 
company Odesk that pays 
moderators (poorly) from 
Morocco, Mexico, and yes, 
Turkey. Documents leaked 
by moderators reveals that 
Facebook gives moderators 
guidelines on sex, nudity, 
drugs, and Ataturk (yes you 
read that right). Because 
insulting Ataturk is an legal 
offense in Turkey, it's also 
off limits on Facebook and 
it's specifically outlined 
as forbidden content in 
moderatortraining materials. 

As civil rights and 
free speech rights continue 
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to erode under the current 
authoritarian Turkish regime, 
Turkish authorities can and do 
make requests to Facebook 
to remove content, those 
requests increase every year. 
Similarly, the Israeli state 
directly requests removal 
of Palestinians content they 
consider "incitement", and 
according a recent article 
by The Intercept, Facebook 
complies with 95% of Israeli 
government's requests. 

FACEBOOK - THE 
WORLD'S BIGGEST 
MALL? 

The question is, can a 
private entity legally control 
the content uploaded on it's 
social network? For now, 
it appears that the answer 
is yes, but the pertinent 
question is, "what we are 
talking about when we talk 
about social networks?" 
Social networks are private 
entities, but they are also 
becoming a place where 
news not only conveyed 
but made. For many of 
us it is an organizing tool 
and transforms us into de 
facto journalists as we pass 
information to friends and 
comrades. So, is Facebook 
merely a platform or is it 
now a cyber version of the 
town square, the traditional 
gathering place where 
speech wasn't traditionally 
monitored but rather 
protected? 

The answer may be 
contained within the legal 
cases addressing free speech 
in shopping malls. Like social 
network platforms, malls 

are supposedly "private" 
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but, in America anyway, 
malls largely replaced 
town's parks, plazas, and 
squares as the nucleus 
for community gathering. 
Naturally activists and 
evangelists alike chose malls 
to promote their platforms, 
found their speech limited by 
enforcers of the private mall 
entity, and took their claims 
to court. Robins v. Pruneyard 
shopping Center set a 
precedent for allowing free 
speech in California shopping 
malls. According to Slate 
"In the 1946 case of Marsh 
v. Alabama, the Supreme 
Court held that the business 
district of a privately owned 
"company town" was the 
same as a public street for 
First Amendment purposes, 
finding that "the more an 
owner, for his advantage, 
opens up his property for 
use by the public in general, 
the more do his rights 
become circumscribed by the 
statutory and constitutional 
rights of those who use it." 
A 1968 case— Amalgamated 
Food Employees Union v. 
Logan Valley Plaza—held that 
a privately owned mall was 
the "functional equivalent" 
of the business district in 
Marsh." It doesn't seem a 
stretch to measure Facebook 
by a similar metric. 

WHAT CAN WE DO? 

It has to be only a matter 
of time before the ACLU or 
another entity takes up the 
question of social network 
speech rights in court. In 
the meanwhile, protest 
and agitate. Reach out to 
journalists who cover speech 
issues, if your Kurdish 


advocacy has been curtailed 
on Facebook make these 
journalists aware. One huge 
advantage of social networks 
is the ability to communicate 
with journalists directly on 
platforms like Twitter. Or 
become a journalist and 
cover the story yourself. 
Revert to punk stone age 
methods and makes zines 
and wheat paste posters 
to distribute on walls and 
at book fairs and protests. 
Make a documentary and 
put it on you tube. Write an 
editorial. Do a podcast about 
it (check out this wonderful 
podcast from The Guillotine that 
covered Thoreau Redcrows recent 
Kurdish activism related 
Facebook ban) 

And.if you can make it 

to San Jose on May 1st, we 
will be staging a protest at 
the Facebook Developer 
Conference at the McEnery 
Convention Center 12 PM, 
50 W San Carlos St, San 
Jose, CA 95113. Come with 
you story of voices for Kurds 
being silenced by Facebook 
by the orders of the Turkish 
state. 

E 
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